XII.
THE ALEXANDKIAN COINAGE OP GALBA.

THE billon tetradrachms issued at Alexandria during the
short reign of Galba offer several points of interest,
particularly in connexion with the minor variations of
the types, which appear to make possible a more exact
chronological arrangement than has hitherto been at-
tempted. The bronze issues at this time were of sub-
sidiary importance, as they had been since the regular
coinage of tetradrachms was recommenced under
Claudius, and do not affect the classification of the
billon.

The Alexandrian coins were always dated by the
local year, which began on August 29, and the fraction
of a year before that date at the commencement of an
Emperor's reign was reckoned as his first year. Thus the
reign of G-alba fell into two Alexandrian years; and, as
coins would not be struck for him at Alexandria till
the news of the death of Nero on June 9, 68, arrived